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Kia ora e te whānau,

In our last newsletter we highlighted that the Te Arawa Lakes Trust elections are taking place 
this year.
 
These elections are incredibly important for Ngāti Rangitihi as the Lakes Trust is responsible for 
the sustainable management of Te Arawa’s settlement assets. This includes the region’s 14 lakes, 
Te Tuapapa o nga wai o Te Arawa (the cultural values framework), the Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes 
Strategy Group, and Fishing Licence allocation.
 
As Mana Whenua of Lake Tarawera, Lake Rotomahana, Lake Rerewhakaaitu, and Lake Okaro, it 
is crucial that Ngāti Rangitihi is represented on the Lakes Trust. We have an opportunity to elect 
three Trustees through a rohe based-electoral system.  As members of the Tuhourangi Tipuna 
Rohe, we elect candidates alongside members of Tuhourangi and Ngāti Tarawhai.
 
In the last election, all three trustees elected from our Tuhourangi Tipuna rohe were Tuhourangi.  
While Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust has approached the Lakes Trust about adjusting their 
election method to allow for a more representative Trustee line-up, they do not wish to change 
the election system. Our priority as an iwi therefore needs to be identifying and supporting our 
Ngāti Rangitihi candidates.
 
I want to encourage all of you to make sure that you are registered to vote during the upcoming 
elections, and that as an iwi we identify some strong candidates to stand in the Lakes Trust 
elections. Ngāti Rangitihi has some fantastic and talented people who will be an asset to the 
Lakes Trust, so let’s work together to make sure they put their names forward, and show our 
support by voting for them. 
 
Nominations for this year’s Lakes Trust elections will open on Wednesday 5 September and 
close on Wednesday 26 September. If you’d like more information about the Lakes Trust 
and the nomination process, please contact the Lakes Trust office on 0508 832 729 or go to  
www.tearawa.iwi.nz.
 
This is an exciting time for Ngāti Rangitihi. I look forward to sharing more news about progress 
we are making in negotiating our Treaty Settlement in the coming months.

Ngā mihi

Leith Comer
Chairman

www.ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz

AGM Notice
The Annual General Meeting of the Trust 
will be held on Saturday 1 December at 
Rangitihi Marae, Matatā, commencing 
1.00 pm. The Trust’s Annual Report for 
the year ended 30 June 2018 will be 
presented. Financial statements will 
be posted two weeks prior and hard 
copies made available on request. Light 
refreshments will be provided. For any 
inquiries, please contact 07 322 2452 or 
email info@ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz.

Te Arawa Lakes 
Trust Elections
A reminder that the Te Arawa Lakes Trust 
elections are coming up. Nominations 
open on 5 September and close  
26 September. We hope to see some 
excellent Ngāti Rangitihi candidates 
standing for the three positions 
available.  If you are interested in 
standing, please contact the Lakes 
Trust office on 0508 832 729 or go to  
www.tearawa.iwi.nz.

Update your 
contact details
The Agreement in Principle in our Treaty 
Settlement process is expected in October 
so it is vital that we have your updated 
contact details to keep you posted on 
developments and how to get engaged 
in the process. Make sure you and your 
whānau have your details up to date. 

Phone Alana Hunter or Darcy Stoneham on 
07 322 2452 to update your details today.



www.ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz

In Brief 

Otakiri Springs Resource Consent

Thank you to those of you who 
have raised concerns around Ngāti 
Rangitihi’s position on the extension 
to the Otakiri Springs water bottling 
plant. We appreciated the kōrero on 
this at our recent Hui-a-Iwi. In 2017, 
Ngāti Rangitihi offered support for 
the application in the belief it would 
bring improved local employment 
opportunities. Since receiving additional 
information and learning of growing 
environmental concerns, the Trust 
has moved to formally withdraw our 
support, and we are working through a 
legal process at the moment.

Te Reo initiatives

Te Mātāwai is a new organisation 
established under Te Ture mō Te Reo 
Māori 2016 (The Māori Language Act 
2016) to lead revitalisation of Te Reo 
Māori on behalf of iwi and Māori. The 
Trust’s recent funding application 
to  Te Mātāwai to run two Kura Reo 
classes and an Ataarangi class was 
successful. Round two for funding will 
be open on Monday 17 September for 
six weeks, inviting applications for 
home and community Te Reo initiatives.  
Applications must be completed in Te 
Reo Māori and align with an Iwi Strategic 
Plan. For more information go to  
www.tematawai.maori.nz

Engaging our Rangatahi

The Trust is keen to focus on engaging 
more with our rangatahi. We believe 
it’s important that they stay informed 
of Treaty developments and we hope to 
see more attending future hui. The Trust 
has started increasing our presence on 
Facebook so that information and news 
is more readily available. In the last week  
alone we have had 30 more likes of our 
page with our posts reaching almost 
5,000 people.

Treaty Update
Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust has continued to make positive progress with our Treaty 
of Waitangi Settlement negotiations. 

In May, officials from the Office of Treaty Settlement (OTS) visited Rotorua to present a 
draft Crown offer to Ngāti Rangitihi which had been approved by Cabinet.  

The offer included:
• An agreed account of the historical relationship between the Crown and Ngāti 

Rangitihi
• An acknowledgement from the Crown that it breached the Treaty of Waitangi
• A formal apology for the Crown’s breaches of the Treaty of Waitangi
• Proposed cultural redress in the form of land being returned to Ngāti Rangitihi and 

place names being changed 
• Proposed financial and commercial redress in the form of a financial payment to 

Ngāti Rangitihi and rights offered to purchase land

A further hui with officials to discuss this offer took place in July. The Trust then 
made a formal response to the Crown which included a request for additional financial 
redress.  This was to go to Cabinet for a final decision in September although the Trust 
has since been notified we will be getting an update in September rather than the final  
Crown offer.

A Hui-a-Iwi was held later in July to keep iwi abreast of developments.

While awaiting the final Crown offer, the Trust is continuing to take steps towards an 
Agreement in Principle. In August, members of the Trust’s negotiating team and officials 
from the Office of Treaty Settlements and the Department of Conservation toured 
Tarawera and Waimangu to assess proposed sites the Crown has offered to return to 
Ngāti Rangitihi as part of its Treaty settlement. The tour provided Ngāti Rangitihi an 
opportunity to explain the sites cultural and historical significance and discuss a range 
of potential land use options with officials. 

We are anticipating the final Crown offer will be made in October. As soon as the Trust 
recieves the offer we will hold a Hui-a-Iwi to discuss the details. The Hui-a-Iwi will also be 
an opportunity for Ngāti Rangitihi to discuss a draft Agreement in Principle.
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Charitable Trust Grant Recipient:  
Munro Elliot-Brooking

14 year-old Munro Elliott-Brooking has set 
himself a goal of winning a Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 
(BJJ) tournament gold medal. 

Having secured a number of bronze and silver 
medals from 2014-2017 including another 
silver at last year’s NZ Grappler No Gi Brazilian 
Jiu Jitsu Nationals, Munro has returned from a 
break in training with increased focus. 

His mother, Roslyn, says it’s been great to see 
him find his feet in a sport that he only started 
in 2013.

“Munro got into BJJ after getting a bit bored of Tae 
Kwon Do.  He likes that it’s different and that you’re 
always learning new ways to escape from holds.”

“He’s really committed to his training and has 
been fortunate to get instruction from Roney Da  

Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Charitable Trust is hosting a series of tikanga wānanga 
in Matata designed to help our whānau reconnect with our marae and our tikanga. 
Organised by Taichi Playle they’ve been well attended with 30-40 at each session. 
The next wānanga will be held in the second weekend of October.  
For more details go to our Facebook page or contact the Office.

Tikanga Wānanga

Silva, a 2nd Dan Black Belt who is coaching his wife Kate, a fighter in the United-States 
based Xtreme Fighting Championships.”

Munro currently trains at Kawerau and as one of the more experienced students, 
regularly works with the instructors to help demonstrate correct grappling techniques to 
the rest of the students. Roslyn says the Charitable Trust grants Munro received in 2015 
and 2016 have helped cover the significant costs associated with training and competing 
in competitions that are usually in Auckland.

“The best way for Munro to keep improving is getting competition experience and that 
means we have to travel a bit. We’re very appreciative of the Trust’s support which has 
helped cover some of our travel and accommodation costs as well as the cost of uniforms 
and belts.”

Munro currently has an orange-white belt, and hopes that, in addition to winning a gold 
medal, to eventually secure a black belt which could take 10 years or more to achieve.  

Kia kaha Munro, we know that gold medal won’t be too far away!

Charitable Trust 
Grant Recipients  
May-Aug 2018

Education

Olena Smyth $300

Maria-Catherine Roache $500

Rota Elliott $500

Kerryn Rota-Sainty $500

Waioira McLeod $500

Indigo Phillips $300

Kaumatua

Raymond Hunia $200

Community

Te Kapa o Ngāti Tarawhai group up to $8K*

Matata Public School $500

Michael Playle $2,000

Sport

Taina Te Aonui $500

Nick Watene $500

Cole Watene $500

Maxwel Watene $500

Alyssa McLean $500

Ruamano Akuhata $500

* $1,000 per participant for a visit to Germany 
with those not going to refund the Trust. 

The next applications deadline for Charitable 
Trust Grant Applications is Friday 5 October. 



Office Address: 30 Arawa Street

Postal Address: Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust
PO Box 831, Whakatane, 3158, New Zealand

Freephone 0800 AKATEA or 0800 252 832
Phone 07 322 2452

Email info@ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz 

facebook.com/NgatiRangitihi

www.ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz

Ko te whakaiti te whare o te whakaaro nui.

Ka taka te rau o te aroha me te matihere ki a Mina Mitai, te tauira o te humarie  me te  
whakaiti, ka momotu ki tawhiti, ki paerau I ngā marama ka huri. 

Mina, 84, was a fit, healthy and loving father and koro. He was brought up in Matatā 
where the ocean was his swimming pool and where his love for boats and yachts grew. 
Without the money to buy a catamaran, he built two - “if we didn’t have it, we built it” 
was his motto - and he would sail to Motiti and Plate Islands. 

As a young boy, Mina played hockey in Matata and went on to establish the Rotorua 
Eagles and Te Manu Kowhai hockey clubs. He encouraged all his moko to play hockey 
instead of rugby and would regularly pile them into the van and drive them to practice 
and games every week. His connection with hockey can still be seen through his 
grandson, Leo Mitai-Wells, who is a member of the Black Sticks national squad. 

Mina had eight children with his wife Margaret Kingi from Okere, two whangai, and 
was a grandfather to 34 and great-grandfather to 31. He had a love for carving and he 
and his son Richard Te Hau Mitai-Ngatai travelled around the motu helping carve many 
wharenui and marae including Hongoeka in Porirua and the original buildings at Te Kura 
Kaupapa Māori o Ruamata in Rotorua. 

Most people would know Mina from playing his saxophone at the Kuirau markets 
and at the many tangihana around Aotearoa. The humble hero said it was his way of 
contributing to the families and the marae instead of speaking on the paepae. 

Nā te whānau Mitai.

More ESR support
The Trust has been working with the 
Institute of Environmental Science and 
Research (ESR) to explore how we can 
capture 3D imagery of Ngati Rangitihi’s 
marae. We want to document, preserve 
and share its unique cultural heritage with 
whānau including those living outside of 
our rohe. Funding that ESR has secured 
from the Government to support this 
project (approximately $70,000) has 
been used to capture marae imagery and 
commence work on producing a 3D virtual 
tour of the marae and its taonga. Thanks 
to the additional funding of $75,000 from 
the Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment, the next stage of work will 
involve recapturing footage using new 
technologies not previously available to 
improve the quality of the 3D animation. 

Queen’s Birthday 
Honours
Congratulations to Trust Chairman Leith 
Comer who was made a companion of 
the Queen’s Service Order in this year’s 
Queen’s Birthday Honours for his services 
to Māori, the state and local government. 

Newsletter 
feedback
The Trust is keen to hear your 
thoughts on these newsletters. Let 
us know what sort of stories you 
would like to see in future editions.  
To share feedback with the Trust,  
email us at: info@ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz.

In Memorium: Minarapa 
Mikaere Mitai-Ngatai


