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Tēnā koutou katoa,

It seems the year is racing past us and already we find ourselves in 
June. As an Iwi we are busier than ever, as we begin to enter an 
interesting phase of our evolution.

We continue to negotiate towards our comprehensive Treaty 
Settlement with the Crown, with our Agreement in Principle now 
expected to come after the General Election, and as part of this we 
are beginning to look towards the future and what a post-Settlement 
Ngāti Rangitihi could look like. 

There is the possibility that our settlement will include the returning 
of land that would open a number of opportunities for us to share 
our stories, showcase our environment, and create career 
opportunities for our people.

It is now our time to start planning for these outcomes, and for 
people of our Iwi with strong organisational and governance skills 
and experience to step forward and identify themselves to us, to take 
leading roles in the next stage of our journey.

As Len Cook’s population report concluded, our population is 
estimated at 9,345 people, so we will need to dig deep into our iwi 
to find these people. 

As well as opportunities in land management and tourism, we also 
have three Trustee roles opening up in our upcoming Trustee 
Elections. We are looking for people with good governance experience 
and ability who want to step forward and have an active role in the 
future of our people. Trustees and people interested in becoming 
Trustees will also have an opportunity to undertake a free governance 
training course in late August – Ngā Pae Hihiri – designed to broaden 
their governance, strategic and economic thinking. 

So I encourage all of you to have a think – is this you or someone you 
know? Together we will move forward into the next phase of our 
evolution as a strong and empowered iwi.

Leith Comer 
Chairman
Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi

Hui-a-Iwi summary 
Our latest hui was held on May 7 at Rangitihi Marae.  
For a full copy of the Hui minutes, you can find them on our 
website at www.ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz/hui-a-iwi-minutes

Changes to the Fisheries Act

The latest legislation is for Iwi, hapū, whānau and marae 
to control the kaimoana permits, giving exclusive rights 
to Te Arawa over their rohe. Leith said there was now 
an opportunity for Ngāti Rangitihi to be involved in the 
gazetting of our rohe moana. If there are cross-overs of iwi in 
the same rohe, the result could be a joint area of interest or a 
written agreement with the other iwi.

New Tangata Kaitiaki

Christopher Clarke raised the need for Ngāti Rangitihi to 
elect new tāngata kaitiaki. As a result, Henry Mason, Michael 
Playle, Thomas Perenara and Christopher were elected.

Wi-Fi in Matatā

Ngā Pūmanawa e Waru (NPeW) attended the hui to talk 
about the Wi-Fi project, and how they are working with 40 
schools in the Te Arawa rohe to provide high-speed internet 
to tamariki in their homes. Wi-Fi will be provided on a trial 
basis, to see if whānau like it.

Trustees for the Otara-o-Muturangi urupa

Alana Hunter explained that Ngāti Rangitihi need to elect 
three Trustees for the Otara-o-Muturangi urupa and as a 
result Maurice Warbrick, Stephen (Tiipene) Marr and Henry 
Mason were elected.

Upcoming Trustee Elections 

The upcoming Trustee Election was discussed at the hui, and 
key dates are outlined on page 3 of this newsletter.  

Treaty Settlement Update 

Updates included discussions around a letter we are expecting 
from Minister Finlayson about some of the issues we have, the 
pollution of our Tarawera River and the Minister’s support of 
a clean-up being funded by the Ministry for the Environment, 
and the ongoing discussion around a whare taonga.

Also discussed at the hui was the Kohanga Reo building and 
the Wharekai building.
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Presentation to Minister for Treaty Settlements
Following a meeting with the Office of Treaty Settlements, Leith and our technical advisors met with Minister for Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations 
Christopher Finlayson in his office at the Beehive. 

We presented a video to the Minister, which covered our Ngāti Rangitihi story, our rohe, our population report, and our vision for a Tarawera Great 
Walk, which the Minister said he was impressed by.

It was a great opportunity for us to discuss Ngāti Rangitihi’s vision and ambitions with the Minister, and to hear from him what he needed to help 
progress his work with other Ministers.

We are very encouraged that the Government has announced funding for additional Great Walks in New Zealand, and one they are considering is 
Tarawera, so we look forward to continuing these discussions.
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Negotiation resources
A vital part of our settlement negotiations with the Crown has been 
extensive research into who we are as a tribe, where we have come from, 
and the history of our people.

We have been documenting this research into a collection of  
resources for our Negotiators, in order to back our claims and educate 
our negotiations. 

This is becoming quite an extensive bank of resources that will prove 
valuable for our iwi for many years to come.

Among the resources, we have a comprehensive report into our 
population, undertaken by statistician Len Cook, an extensive 
documentation of our story as an iwi, and aerial footage and videos 
documenting our story and our vision.

Population report
At the last census in 2013, the population of Ngāti Rangitihi was 
estimated at 2298, which was a lot less than what we understood to be 
the reality. In order to negotiate the best Settlement for our people with 
the Crown, we needed a more accurate idea of our population.

Wellington statistician Len Cook was engaged to research and report 
back on the whakapapa links to Ngāti Rangitihi and provide an updated 
population estimate, which he put at 9345.

In his report, Len said “The statistical analysis shows the strength  
of kinship ties between Ngāti Rangitihi and neighbouring iwi and 
hapu that reflects the Ngāti Rangitihi story of being a people scattered 
by circumstances”. 

Ngāti Rangithi story
It has taken a dedicated team to pull together three of the four chapters 
of our iwi story. The story begins with Rangitihi the man as the 
eponymous ancestor of the Iwi that became known as Te Arawa, and 
his eight children who became known as the eight beating hearts of 
Rangitihi. When complete, it will track our history as an iwi up until 
the present day, outlining the cultural and environmental impacts our 
history has had on us as a tribe.

Aerial footage and videos
Helicopter footage edited into three separate videos has proved a 
valuable resource for our negotiations. We were able to present the 
overarching video to Minister for Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations 
Christopher Finlayson.

This talks about our Ngāti Rangitihi story, our rohe, our population 
report, and our vision for a Tarawera Great Walk, so will prove to be 
a valuable resource going forward in our negotiations as well as an 
interesting and educational resource for our iwi.

These resources will soon be available online to all registered 
members of our iwi. We will keep you updated through our 
newsletters, on our facebook page and on our website about 
when and how you can access these. 



OTS meeting summary
We had a further Negotiations Hui with representatives from the Office of Treaty 
Settlements, DOC and Ministry for the Environment in Rotorua at the end of March. 
The hui was an opportunity for us to listen and ask any questions in relation to our 
continued negotiations. 

We heard updates from the Cultural Lands Working Group, our historians and the Natural 
Resources Working Group, and among the discussions were Overlapping Claims, the 
Tapahoro Campground and Encumbrances, the process for determining a Crown offer on 
Cultural Redress, and a Social and Economic Revitalisation Strategy.

A lot of productive actions came from the hui including a meeting with Ruawahia 2B 
Trust and Rotorua MP Hon. Todd McLay to discuss our Great Walk concept, which Leith 
attended on 7 April.

We are currently working towards our Agreement in Principle (AIP), which is the next major 
milestone in our journey to achieving our Comprehensive Settlement. We had originally 
hoped to have our AIP agreed upon prior to the General Election in September, however 
we have recently had an indication from the Minister for Treaty of Waitangi Settlements 
Christopher Finlayson that this is now more likely to happen after the Election. 

Observer’s 
report
In each newsletter, one of our 
Observers will give an update on the 
Treaty negotiation process to ensure 
we are keeping you all updated. This 
quarter, Wikitoria Falwasser has 
provided an update:

I was excited to be invited to observe 
the recent hui with the Office of Treaty 
Settlements in Rotorua. It was a great 
opportunity to be able to find out more 
about our Settlement negotiations and 
where we are at.

I have been invested in the Settlement 
process for a long time, and it was reassuring 
to see that we are in capable hands and 
negotiations are being undertaken in a 
professional and responsible way.

I was impressed by how the meeting was 
conducted, and Leith’s ability to keep 
everyone on topic and the discussion 
progressing forward. It was very insightful 
and I feel more involved and invested in 
our Settlement now.

With the opportunity I would go again, and 
I would certainly recommend others to go 
along if given the chance. 

www.ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz

In brief
Trustee Election
We will be holding Trustee Elections this 
year with three positions opening up. 
Nominations open in early July, and other 
key dates are as follows:

• 6 July: Nominations Open

• 27 July: Nominations close 12pm

• 23 August: Voting opens online, voting 
papers sent

• 22 September: Voting closes 12pm

• 28 September: Final result announced

We will continue to keep you updated 
on this process through our upcoming 
newsletters, on our Facebook page, and in 
the panui section of our website.

MOE project
A bilateral agreement with the Ministry of Education is described by Te Mana trustee Cathy 
Dewes as a project which augurs well for some Ngāti Rangitihi students. The aim is to support 
Rangitihi kids along their learning pathways towards achieving success within the education 
system. “By the end of the year we will have achieved this goal for up to eighty of our children 
ranging from five to eighteen years of age,” said co-ordinator Kura Raureti.

By far the most significant part of the contract is the after-school programmes running in both 
Rotorua and Matatā. One day a week, for two and a half hours, in a Maori total immersion 
context, the primary school-age children have fun while learning about their Te Arawa and 
Ngāti Rangitihi traditions.

The Matatā “Muri Kura” (after-school programme) involves twenty kids while the Rotorua 
programme has registered thirty-five. “Obviously the Matatā programme caters for the local 
kids however the Rotorua group derives from twelve primary and intermediate schools in the 
Rotorua catchment,” said Kura Raureti. “It’s great to see them enjoying themselves, meeting 
cousins they never knew before, and learning about their Rangitihi identity,” she said. “That 
same kind of interaction is happening with the secondary school-age students. I expect that 
most of that cohort will have achieved several NCEA Level 2 credits by the end of the year, and 
per medium of te Reo Maori, that’s a major achievement!”, said Kura Raureti.

Cathy reports that all tutors involved with the children bring with them a wealth of experience 
and expertise. The Ngāti Rangitihi curriculum will evolve over a forty week period and many 
language resources will be produced for wider distribution to homes, schools and families.

We look forward to very favourable outcomes from Kura and her team. We’ll keep you all 
posted with regular updates.



A group prepare to paddle the waka at our 
Rotorua Kura Reo last month. 

In brief cont.

Ngā Pae Hihiri Training
Trustees and those interested in 
becoming Trustees are invited to 
undertake a training programme - Ngā 
Pae Hihiri - on 29 - 31 August.  The course 
is free of charge and will help Trustees 
develop their governance, strategic and 
economic thinking.  There are 15 spots 
available and those interested should 
contact the Trust office at Matatā on  
07 322 2452.

Office changes
We have settled in to our new premises 
at the Matatā Tennis Club and have 
been really enjoying the increased 
number of people who have popped in 
to see us. We thought this would be a 
good time to remind everyone about 
the services that we provide. We’ve 
had people calling in for everything 
from hunting permits and registering 
to become beneficiaries to reading 
through our archives and connecting 
with whānau through research into 
their whakapapa. We welcome people 
to come and visit us and make use of 
our archives and whakapapa resources. 
Our offices are also the venue for our 
Ataarangi classes on Monday nights, 
and a warm place to learn Te Reo 
during the winter.

Update your details
As we approach our Trustee Elections 
this year it is very important that 
we have all the correct details for 
our registered members. If you have 
changed address or phone number 
since you registered, please update 
your details now. If you or your children 
have turned 18 since the previous 
elections, they are now eligible to 
vote and will also need to update 
their details on our database. You can 
do this by phoning the Te Mana on 
(07) 322 2452 or sending an email to  
administrator@ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz.

Charitable Trust recipient:

Rahera Fox
The stars aligned 
for Rahera 
Fox when she 
picked up a 

photography paper alongside her Te Reo 
degree, discovering a hidden talent and a 
passion that would change the course of  
her life. 

With the support from the Te Mana Charitable 
Trust, Rahera completed her year-long 
photography paper in Christchurch in 2014.

“I picked up a camera and that was it really. 
It changed my whole direction from that 
moment,” she says.

Tutors recognised her gift for photography 
and she was accepted into the full-time course 
for the following year, but a combination of 
personal circumstances and a desire to put 
her skills into action for her people brought 
Rahera home to Matatā.

Rahera has been capturing Ngāti Rangitihi hui 
and events on behalf of Te Mana ever since.

“I look for the simple truth. I think that’s who 

we are as Māori. We look for an essence and 
we’re lucky enough we see it; and if I’m lucky 
enough I can capture it,” she says.

“My photography connection to Ngāti 
Rangitihi lands and people has gone towards 
my own discovery and connection to who I am 
as a descendent.”

Rahera doesn’t take her job lightly, valuing 
the responsibility of capturing people and 
moments very highly.

“Any moment captured is a moment captured 
forever, and that’s a privilege to me. You need 
to do it right because it deserves that.

“The responsibility of doing it right and with 
integrity is very important for me. It’s the 
mana and the mauri you’re capturing. 

Rahera is grateful to the people of Ngāti 
Rangitihi who have let her photograph them 
over the past few years. She continues to have 
big hopes and dreams for her photography 
career, and is hoping to move more into 
landscape photography, capturing the 
changing environment and lands of the Iwi.
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Whakapapa wānanga
We wrapped up our series of whakapapa wānanga 
last month with our fourth and final workshop. 
We were encouraged that a great group of about 30 
people joined us for another day of insights, learning 
and building connections with their whānau and 
ancestors.

The day started at 8:30am and was led by Anthony 
Olsen. Throughout the day he covered the history 
of our people, our lands, and the eruption, general 
whakapapa, Crown confiscation of land, our recent 
population research, our Treaty Settlement, the 
evolution of Matatā from what it was to what it is now, 
and the condition of our river and swamp.

In the afternoon we went for a short walk from the 
marae to see places of significance around Matatā. 
Anthony shared stories of the town, and spoke about 
the swamp, ocean, islands, surrounding mountains 
and wars.

It has been great to see people really engaging with 
the workshop and the stories at each whakapapa 
wānanga over the past eight months. They have been 
hugely successful and so important for our whānau 
whānui spiritually. They have enabled us to walk 
together on this journey to Settlement, on behalf of 
our tipuna and future generations of Ngāti Rangitihi. 


